
Legislative XML:
Engineering XBRL into the 

Appropriations Supply Chain

W3C / XBRL @ FDIC
Arlington, Virginia
October 5, 2009



Trust Your Graphs?

Graphs that we depend on are hiding the data beneath.
Graphs are based on data that has 
speculative provenance. 
We are encouraged to just consume the concoction of 
disparate bits of data from unknown sources.
There are few ways of tracing back.
We are often forced to "trust" rather than be able to verify.



Trustworthy Sourced Graph?



Difficulty in Sourcing



The Revolution in Transparency

Documents that are stored at 
dependable URLs and that are well 
structured and well documented are 
the core of this new revolution.



Trust through Verification

Manipulated Data

URLs to Authentic Data Source



Legislative XML

XML is the first computer language that both geeks and subject 
matter experts create collaboratively.

History started at
http://xml.house.gov

Important groundbreaking points:
Human readable/machine processable
Embedded metadata
No need for specialized API or web service
Citable
Dependable URLs (patterned and also discoverable)
Drafters use an easy to use tool that is native XML based

http://xml.house.gov


Legislative XML

Missing something... need for a Second Generation...



XBRL... to the Rescue?

History at FDIC and SEC

Advantages:
Describes fiscal matters
Includes verifiable data by embedding rules
Found at dependable URLs
Flexible enough to cover federal specifics
Emphasis on data and documentation in self-contained 
entity



Engineering XBRL 
into the Appropriations Supply Chain

Legislative Process



Engineering XBRL 
into the Appropriations Supply Chain

Executive Process



Considerations on Engineering XBRL 
into the Appropriations Supply Chain

1. Develop Taxonomy for Government Accounting
2. Build into Legislative Code Corresponding Fiscal Concepts
3. Apply New Legislative XML to Drafting Tools
4. Publish at the GPO for Intergovernmental and Public 

Access
5. Legislative Code to Executive Branch Systems
6. Develop Tools for Accounting that Uses and References 

Legislative, Regulatory and Other Rules
7. Publish Accounting Information in New Format
8. Create Contracts for Procurements, Grants and other 

Disbursements that Use Same Code and References
9. Publish all Relevant Documents, Reports and Filings with 

Appropriate Access
10. Document System Fully



What Do You Get?

Ability to Cite with URL and Anchor any Fiscal Concept
Helpful for Civic Engagement (Connected Conversations)
Critical for Systems Using BLT (Business, Legal & Tech)
Basis for Trustworthy Reporting to Authentic Data

 Open Public Integrated Architecture
Fully Interoperable/mash-up
No need for custom APIs or Web Services

Potential for Avoiding Segregating Data from Direct Reading 
by Human (more trust when people can read source -XSLT)
Allowing Sophisticated Oversight by Congress and Public



Specific Instance



Get Involved

Take part in the suite of eCitizen Foundation's
SEC Edgar Filing Activities

eLearning Module for free posting online
workshops
other educational outreach to stakeholders

Participate in eCitizen Foundation's Second Generation 
XML for Legislative Documents Project
Participate in W3C eGovernment Interest Group
Participate in the XBRL.org
Follow work in Working Group on XML in Parliament
Help bridge the Gap 

http://www.ictparliament.org/index.php/component/content/article/418
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